
MAP 4113.0001 – Probability, Random Processes and Applications (Spring 2020)

Days & Times: Tue, Thu 12:00–1:20 in MSB 405
Professor: Jason Swanson
O�ce: MSB 202E
O�ce Hours: Tue, Thu 10:30–12:00; Tue 1:20–2:30
Course webpage: http://math.swansonsite.com/20s4113
Textbook: A First Course in Probability, Tenth Edition, Sheldon Ross

Course description: Stochastic phenomena (“stochastic” is simply a synonym for “random”) are
studied using a certain class of mathematical models. Probability theory is the branch of math-
ematics which studies these models. This course will cover the elementary notions and methods
of probability theory. From the textbook, we will cover Chapters 1 through 7, and also Sections
8.1–8.3, although we will skip Sections 1.6, 2.6, 5.6, 6.6–6.8, and 7.8–7.9.

Grading: There will be two in-class tests and a comprehensive final exam. The tests are tentatively
scheduled for February 11 and March 19. Each test is worth 30%, and the final exam is worth 40%.
Homework problems will be assigned regularly, but not collected. Test problems will be closely
related to the assigned homework problems. The required threshold for an A is 90%; for a B, 80%;
for a C, 70%; and for a D, 60%. Below 60% is an F.

Final exam: The final exam is currently scheduled for Thursday, April 23, 2020, from 10:00 am to
12:50 pm, in MSB 405.

Attendance: If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out all information from the
class you missed, including any announcements that were made.

Appointment policy: O�ce hour appointments can be made only during the o�ce hours listed above.
Appointments take priority over walk-ins. To ensure being seen during o�ce hours, appointments
are highly recommended.



Amendment (March 19, 2020): UCF has announced that all classes will be delivered via remote
instruction for the remainder of the semester. Lectures will now be delivered via video, and be
accompanied by reading assignments from the textbook. The reading assignments and links to
video lectures will be delivered via email to the students’ knights.ucf.edu email addresses. Any
questions that a student would normally have asked during class or in o�ce hours should now be
emailed to the professor. Questions emailed to the professor may be answered in a subsequent video
lecture, if the answer is deemed relevant and valuable to the entire class. Homework will continue
as usual. A further amendment to this syllabus is pending, which will address changes connected
to Test 2 and the Final Exam. Students will be notified by email when this subsequent amendment
has been posted.

Amendment (March 27, 2020): There will be live, virtual o�ce hours with Prof. Swanson while the
class is taught remotely. There are two ways to join a virtual o�ce hour.

(1) Join one of the scheduled o�ce hours. They will be Tuesdays and Thursdays, starting at
1:30 pm. O�ce hours will end at 3:00 pm or when there are no more students in attendance,
whichever comes first. Instructions for how to join the scheduled o�ce hours will be provided
by email.

(2) Make an appointment. To make an appointment, send an email to Prof. Swanson requesting an
appointment. In your email, include a wide range of available days and time, so that multiple
students can be scheduled simultaneously when possible. If you require a private, individual
meeting, indicate so in your email. Instructions for joining your virtual o�ce hour will be sent
to you by email.

Amendment (April 8, 2020): See the attached pages at the end of this document.



Make-up policy: You will be allowed to turn in make-up work for university-sponsored events,
religious observances, or legal obligations. In these instances, you must provide valid and complete
documentation in advance. It is at the professor’s discretion to determine whether your reasons
warrant make-up work.

Academic Integrity Statement: Students should familiarize themselves with UCF’s Rules of Conduct
at

http://osc.sdes.ucf.edu/process/roc

According to Section 1,“Academic Misconduct,” students are prohibited from engaging in Unautho-
rized assistance: Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information or study aids in
any academic exercise unless specifically authorized by the instructor of record. The unauthorized
possession of examination or course-related material also constitutes cheating. Communication to
another through written, visual, electronic, or oral means: The presentation of material which has
not been studied or learned, but rather was obtained through someone else’s e↵orts and used as part
of an examination, course assignment, or project. Commercial Use of Academic Material: Selling
of course material to another person, student, and/or uploading course material to a third-party
vendor without authorization or without the express written permission of the university and the
instructor. Course materials include but are not limited to class notes, Instructor’s PowerPoints,
course syllabi, tests, quizzes, labs, instruction sheets, homework, study guides, handouts, etc. Fal-
sifying or misrepresenting the student’s own academic work. Plagiarism: Using or appropriating
another’s work without any indication of the source, thereby attempting to convey the impression
that such work is the student’s own. Multiple Submissions: Submitting the same academic work
for credit more than once without the express written permission of the instructor. Helping another
violate academic behavior standards.

For more information about Academic Integrity, students may consult The Center for Academic
Integrity

http://www.academicintegrity.org/icai/assets/FVProject.pdf

For more information about plagiarism and misuse of sources, see “Defining and Avoiding Plagia-
rism: The WPA Statement on Best Practices”

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9

Responses to Academic Dishonesty, Plagiarism, or Cheating: Students should also familiarize them-
selves with the procedures for academic misconduct in UCF’s student handbook, The Golden Rule

http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/docs/goldenrule.pdf

UCF faculty members have a responsibility for students’ education and the value of a UCF degree,
and so seek to prevent unethical behavior and when necessary respond to academic misconduct.
Penalties can include a failing grade in an assignment or in the course, suspension or expulsion from
the university, and/or a “Z Designation” on a student’s o�cial transcript indicating academic dis-
honesty, where the final grade for this course will be preceded by the letter Z. For more information



about the Z Designation, see http://goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu/zgrade

Course Accessibility Statement: The University of Central Florida is committed to providing access
and inclusion for all persons with disabilities. Students with disabilities who need disability-related
access in this course should contact the professor as soon as possible. Students should also con-
nect with Student Accessibility Services (SAS) http://sas.sdes.ucf.edu/ (Ferrell Commons 185,
sas@ucf.edu, phone: 407-823-2371). Through Student Accessibility Services, a Course Accessi-
bility Letter may be created and sent to professors, which informs faculty of potential access and
accommodations that might be reasonable. Determining reasonable access and accommodations
requires consideration of the course design, course learning objectives and the individual academic
and course barriers experienced by the student.

Campus Safety Statement: Emergencies on campus are rare, but if one should arise during class,
everyone needs to work together. Students should be aware of their surroundings and familiar with
some basic safety and security concepts.

In case of an emergency, dial 911 for assistance.

Every UCF classroom contains an emergency procedure guide posted on a wall near the door.

Students should make a note of the guide’s physical location and review the online version at
http://emergency.ucf.edu/emergency_guide.html

Students should know the evacuation routes from each of their classrooms and have a plan for
finding safety in case of an emergency.

If there is a medical emergency during class, students may need to access a first-aid kit or AED
(Automated External Defibrillator). To learn where those are located, see http://www.ehs.ucf.
edu/AEDlocations-UCF To stay informed about emergency situations, students can sign up to
receive UCF text alerts by going to my.ucf.edu and logging in. Click on ”Student Self Service”
located on the left side of the screen in the toolbar, scroll down to the blue “Personal Information”
heading on the Student Center screen, click on “UCF Alert”, fill out the information, including
e-mail address, cell phone number, and cell phone provider, click “Apply” to save the changes, and
then click “OK.” Students with special needs related to emergency situations should speak with
their instructors outside of class. To learn about how to manage an active-shooter situation on
campus or elsewhere, consider viewing this video (https://youtu.be/NIKYajEx4pk).

Deployed Active Duty Military Students: A deployed active duty military student who feels the need
for a special accommodation due to that unique status should contact their instructor to discuss
the circumstances.



Syllabus amendment 3
This syllabus amendment concerns testing procedures during the online phase of this course.
Failure to comply with any of the rules presented here could lead to receiving a zero on the test, or in
a report of academic misconduct.

Rules concerning administration of the test
1. Tests will be administered online via webcourses.
2. Each test problem will be a separate assignment in webcourses, with the problem assignments

for a given test grouped together.
3. Tests will be held during our regularly scheduled meeting hours.[1] (This includes not only

scheduled class time, but our scheduled final exam time as well.) You are responsible for being
available during those times. There will be no make-up exams.

4. For each test, the start time, end time, and due time (to be explained below) will be
announced in advance. All times will be given in Eastern Time. If you are in a different time zone,
you are responsible for converting the announced times to your local time.

5. At the start time, the problem assignments in webcourses will become available. Each problem
assignment will have a link to a PDF containing the problem. You must print the PDF and write
your name and your solution on the printed problem (see the Printing alternatives section
below).

6. At the end time, you must stop working.
7. You must then scan and upload your solutions (see the Scanning requirements section below).

Each solution must be uploaded to the correct problem assignment in webcourses. You have
until the due time to complete all of your uploads.

8. If any of your uploads are late, you must immediately email Prof. Swanson an explanation for
why it was late. Late uploads will not receive full credit and may receive no credit. Submissions
will not be accepted by email for any reason.

9. If you are eligible for accommodations from SAS, you will receive an individual email from me
with special instructions for you to follow.

Rules concerning allowed tools and resources



1. You must work alone.
2. You may use your textbook, your own class notes, and any notes distributed by your professor

or one of the TAs. You may not use any other resource.
3. Calculators and similar computing tools are not allowed. (All your answers must be exact and

fully simplified, so calculator approximations would not be helpful anyway.)

Printing alternatives
If you do not have a printer, or if you simply do not wish to print the problem, you may write your
solution on clean, blank, standard printer paper--that is, on paper which is unlined, blank on both
sides, unwrinkled, and with dimensions 8.5 by 11. Solutions written on any other kind of paper will
not receive full credit, and may receive no credit.

If you have the tools to do so, you may also download the PDF with the problem to a tablet, write
your solution directly on the PDF with a stylus, and upload the modified PDF.

Scanning requirements
A photo converted to a PDF is not a scan. You must use a scanner or a scanning tool on your phone.
The preferred phone scanning tools are Dropbox (free and available on both iOS and Android) and
Notes (a native iOS app with scanning capability). If you use any other tool, it must produce scans
whose quality is at least as good as those produced by the preferred tools.

Scans must be of reasonable quality. Things that lead to poor quality scans include, but are not
limited to:

shadows
poor lighting
indirect camera angle
the scanned page not filling the entire PDF
poor focus

If your scan includes any of the above poor quality features, or is otherwise of unreasonable quality
in the judgment of the instructor, you will not receive full credit and may receive no credit.

Samples of reasonable quality scans are available online at http://math.swansonsite.com/20s2302-
sample-scans.html. These samples were made by TAs using Dropbox and Notes on their phones.

http://math.swansonsite.com/20s2302-sample-scans.html


Partial summary

1. There will be no make-up exams.
2. Work alone.
3. You may use your textbook and notes.
4. You may not use anything else.
5. At the end time, you must stop working.
6. You have until the due time to complete all of your uploads.
7. Late uploads will not receive full credit and may receive no credit.
8. Submissions will not be accepted by email for any reason.
9. Your paper must meet the requirements in Printing alternatives.

10. Your scans must meet the requirements in Scanning requirements.

Obviously, some of the rules in this document will be enforced through the honor system. Given the
unusual nature of our circumstances, we are all relying on each other to act with integrity so that we
might have a fair and successful conclusion to this semester. For my part, I intend to make all
reasonable accommodations that I can, without jeopardizing the equitability of the tests for all
students. So please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or difficulties with the
testing procedure. I will work cooperatively with you to resolve any issues. But contact me right
away in that case. If you have a problem and you wait, it may become too late to resolve it.

1. An exception to this is any test that is administered in a "take-home" style, in which you are
given several days to work on the test. ↩︎


